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MESSAGE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Harry Truman famously said, “The only thing new in the world is the history you do not know.” 
Current events are causing many to reflect on Truman’s presidency, character and world-
shaping decisions. Truman’s relevance to today’s world is remarkable. From discussions on 
health care to civil rights, Korea to Russia, the Middle East to nuclear proliferation, the topics 
that fill daily headlines and discussions in the hallways of Washington are rooted in Truman’s 
presidency. Truman’s life and presidency provide useful context for today's world affairs, as well 
as inspirational lessons for the leaders of today… and tomorrow.

There is no better place to access these lessons than at the Harry S Truman Library & 
Museum in Independence. Here visitors learn how Truman responded to some of the greatest 
tests in our nation’s history by building the institutions and alliances to foster peace and 
freedom in the world. He forged international alliances through the United Nations and NATO, 
declared in his Truman Doctrine speech that the U.S. would support free people from internal 
and external threats, created the Marshall Plan to rebuild Western Europe, recognized the state 
of Israel, and intervened in West Berlin and South Korea to preserve democracy. Truman’s 
policies led to the longest period of peace and prosperity the world has ever enjoyed.

At home, he oversaw the creation of the national security state, reorganized government 
agencies, proposed a national healthcare program, increased the minimum wage, established the 
Council of Economic Advisors and set the stage for modern presidents to address civil rights. 

President Truman’s precedent-setting foreign policy decisions and domestic priorities have 
influenced presidents, policymakers and military leaders ever since. In a 1965 birthday phone 
call, President Johnson told Truman, “Everything we are doing today are steps in the direction 
you set, a journey down a trail you blazed.” President Nixon echoed that sentiment, proclaiming 
that “Our hopes today for a generation of peace rest in large measure on the firm foundations 
that he laid.” 

President Clinton once stated that “The need for building on Harry Truman's legacy has never 
been greater.” Those working on behalf of President Truman’s legacy strongly agree – sharing 
Truman’s life and legacy with an ever-growing audience is more important now than ever. Our 
“Annual Donor Issue” celebrates both your commitment to this mission and the impact your 
generous support makes. Because of your generosity, nearly 43,000 students and educators, 
88,863 museum visitors and 9,722 public program attendees had the opportunity to be 
inspired, enriched and empowered by Truman’s life and legacy. Thank you.

Alex Burden  
Executive Director | Truman Library Institute
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